THE ESCAPE FROM THE LEADS       IS3
change our cells for the garret, which was closed by three
barred doors.
'I know that, reverend father,' I answered, cbut I do
not propose to leave by the doors. Tell Laurence to buy
you about forty big religious pictures, and stick them up all
over your cell. Such a pious proceeding will not arouse any
suspicion in his mind, and will hide the hole in the ceiling;
if you ask me why I don't do this myself, it is because I am
looked on with distrust, and any new departure of mine
would be carefully criticised.3
These instructions he carried out, and in a short time
wrote and told me that the walls of his room were well
decorated, and that he had even managed to fix two or4
three of the largest pictures on the ceiling.
1 On the day of the feast of Saint Michael I told Laurence
I wanted to cook a dish of macaroni myself, seasoned to my
own taste, and that I should like to send some of it to the
person who lent me the books. He made no objection, and
brought me all the necessary ingredients. I hid the pike in
the back of the Bible (it poked out about two inches at
each end), put a huge dish of macaroni and cheese, swim-
ming in butter, on the top of the book, and handed it all
to Laurence with instructions to be careful and not spill
, any grease on the cover. He was too much occupied with
the smoking macaroni to notice anything peculiar about the
book, and it was a beautiful sight to see him bearing it out
-carefully on outstretched arms, his eyes fixed on the dish,
grumbling at me the while for having put in too much
butter; he declared if it was spilt it would not be his fault.
He returned in a few minutes to tell me that it had travelled
safely.
Father Balbi got to work at once, and in eight days made
a sufficiently large hole in his ceiling, hiding it in the
daytime with a picture stuck on with paste made of bread.
On the eight of October he wrote that he had passed the
whole night working on the wall which separated us, and
had only succeeded in removing one brick. He immensely